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Former
exec gets
3yearsin
Internet

SEX case

By Rebecea Rosen Lum
LJ reporter

A Marin interactive-TV
executive will spend nearly
three years in federal prison
for using the Internet to so-
licit sex from a minor, a fed-
eral judge in San Francisco
ruled yesterday.

Ranjit Sahota, 36, of Fair-
fax, co-founder and former
chief execu-
tive officer
of the Mill
Valley com-
P any
MetaTV, is
still await-
ing trial in
Santa Clara
County for
SAHOTA allegedly

molesting a
12-year-old girl who prose-
cutors say was so devastated
by the encounter and its af-
termath, she attempted sui-
cide,

Arrested in June 2001
after a three-month under-
cover operation by the FBI
and Sunnyvale police, Saho-
ta faced a maximum 15
years in prison. But a plea
bargain signed Nov. 9 set a

sentencing range
of 30 to 37 months. He was
sentenced to 34 months.

U.S. District Court Judge
Martin Jenkins granted de-
fense attorneys’ request to
allow Sahota to serve his
time at the federal prison in
Lompoc in the least restric-
tive unit. Jenkins denied a
request to allow him to serve
his sentence in Canada,
where he is a citizen.

Federal prosecutors
promised not to pursue fed-
eral charges linked to his use
of the Internet in the Santa
Clara County case.

However, the agreement
leaves the door open for
prosecutors to pursue
charges in additional cases.
Investigators discovered
stored e-mails and online
chats with as many as 30 in-
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HEARING: The scene in federal court yesterday as Ranjit Sahota was sentenced. From left is defense attorney Dennis
Roberts, Judge Martin Jenkins, Sahota and defense attorney John Forsyth.
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dividuals whom prosecutors be-
lieve to be underage girls.

Assistant U.S. Attorney
Davina Pujari argued for a 37-
month prison sentence, saying
Sahota is a danger to society.

“The defendant at least twice
in one year used his skills to en-
tice minor girls for sex,” she said.
“The pattern is very disturbing.”

Lawyers for Sahota, who has
two young sons, argued for le-
niency and cited abuse in his
early life by a violent, alcoholic fa-
ther. They also praised his ac-
complishments, rising from
humble means to oversee a 3100
million company.

But Pujari noted that when Sa-
hota showed up in Golden Gate
Park in San Francisco on June 2
to meet a 14-year-old girl named
“April,” he brought a hotel card
key, abottle of body oil and a box
of condoms,

“URFriendApril” was the
screen name for an undercover
FBI agent.

Sahota, who stood with his
hands clasped behind his back
during the hearing, read aloud a
statement in which he apologized
for his actions, and said he was
“fully committed to rehabilitate.”

“The whole event has been a
huge wake-up call,” he said.

Pujari asked the judge to take
the record of Sahota’s other com-
munications with suspected mi-
nors into account in sentencing.
Logs seized by investigators in-
clude the following notes and
queries:

» “Cheer, party andsex,” aftera

communication with a 16-year-

old. He added, “Fly there and see - where he allegedly assaulted her.

her and party in surnmer.”

» He asked one girl whether
“you ever do stuff for money” and
“can you travel.”

b “3some with (named blanked

out),” another note says. There
were numerousstored photosand
descriptions of girls’ physical fea-
tures and their telephone num-
bers.

Sahota has been charged with
two counts of forcible child mo-
lestation in the Santa Clara
County case, If convicted in that
case, he faces a maximum penal-
ty of 16 years in prison.

The charges could be upgraded

torape, Santa Clara County pros-
ecutor Chuck Gillingham said.
In that case — which led to the
FBI sting — a 12-year-old Sun-
nyvale girl met Sahota online in
2000, according to court records.
They exchanged e-mails “aboift
their personal lives, their feel-
ings, and how people should treat
one another,” according to an

FBI report. “Their e-mail corre-
spondences were not sexual in
nature.”

The girl told police Sahota de-
scribed himself as a 21-year-old
college student and used the
screen name “Surfer Ron.”

She said she met him in August

-2000 at Fair Oaks Park in Sunny-
“vale and she told police he drove

her straight to a Vagabond Inn,

He instructed her not to tell
anyone about the encounter or
“they could both get in trouble,”
according to the FBI report.

Prosecutors accused Sahota’s
lawyers of pumping a relative of
the girl for incriminating infor-
mation, asking whether she used
drugs and was sexually active.
They allegedly told the relative,
“if she continues to be sexually
active with people who end up in
jail, then she too will end up in
jail,” according to a motion filed
by prosecutors.

When the 12-year-old girl
learned of the interview from her
grandmother, she became so de-
pressed she attempted suicide,
according to court records.

Sahota’s lawyers subsequently
agreed to stop pre-trial inter-
views, according to court records.

Contact Rebecca Rosen Lum via e-
mail at rrosenlum@marinij.com



